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FROM THE PRESIDENT
On Sunday, 27 November, I had the pleasure of being invited to the dedication of the war
memorial at the North Bondi RSL. While the event was (understandably) very well attended by
RSL members and invited guests, there was another notable group of spectators. Between 30 and
40 passers-by were standing on the other side of the road from the RSL watching the proceedings
with interest. These were people who had gone to Bondi to enjoy the sun and surf, but were
instead taking time to pay their respects. It was an encouraging demonstration that much of the
general public is willing to honour the memory of those who have made the ultimate sacrifice for
our country.
Presently the National Boer War Memorial Association (NBWMA) is struggling to convince
the Federal Government that it should provide financial support for the project. It is alarming that
the Government has taken the view that there must be ‘community-wide support’ for such a
memorial before it is to act.
The soldiers who fought in South Africa were both the last to fight for the colonies and the
first to fight for the Commonwealth. More people died in the Boer War than in either Tobruk or
the Korean and Vietnam wars, and almost as many as in the Hellenic campaign in World War II.
Yet, while there is a memorial to veterans of each of those conflicts, Australia’s first soldiers
remain unrecognised. The time has come to recognise the sacrifice of the soldiers of the Second
Anglo-Boer War. I strongly encourage you to sign the NBWMA’s petition to the Government to
show your support. For our part, the Patron and I have agreed to meet with the NBWMA in the
New Year to see how we might better assist their campaign.
Recognition of the sacrifices made by our veterans should not be dependent on whether there
is ‘community-wide support’ or whether any veterans are still alive. 589 soldiers did not return
from South Africa. Their sacrifices, and those of their comrades, should not be ignored just
because a politician does not see any votes in their commemoration.
PS. I got a chance to see the North Bondi RSL memorial – it records quick histories of each
of the conflicts in which Australians have served, written by our own Noel Christensen. On
behalf of the Society, I congratulate Noel for his excellent work. – Paul Waterhouse.
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NOTICES
Program of Events
Friday, 9 December, 7.00 PM, Christmas Meeting, Members’ Quiz Night and Book Sale
The Conference Room, Victoria Barracks, Sydney.
Tuesday, 10 January, 2012. 7.00 PM. Members’ Night.
Members are invited to bring items of memorabilia, or speak to a
subject of their choosing for not more the 10 minutes
The Conference Room, Victoria Barracks. Sydney.
Tuesday, 21 February, 2011 7.00 PM Annual General Meeting
The Conference Room, Victoria Barracks, Sydney.
Note: The meeting will be followed by some brief oral book reviews and supper.
Tuesday, 13 March, 2012

7.00 PM Lecture – Speaker to be advised
From Hampton Roads to Kuantan: The supremacy of the Battleship
The Conference Room, Victoria Barracks, Sydney.

Tuesday, 10 April, 2012

7.00 PM Lecture – Mr Greg Beattie, member of the Society
Rome and Carthage: The Punic Wars
The Conference Room, Victoria Barracks, Sydney.

Saturday, 26 May 2012

2.00 PM Public Speaking Competition Final
The Boer War: Conflict and Consequences
The Conference Room, Victoria Barracks, Sydney

A NEW INITIATIVE – A PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION
MHS NSW Reaches Out to Future Historians
A new breed of military historians will be put through their paces with the inaugural
MHSNSW Public Speaking Competition.
Starting in 2012, the competition aims to encourage the study of military history by history
students.
The competition will be open to undergraduate students at any tertiary institution, studying
any discipline, in New South Wales.
Applicants for the competition will write an abstract for a speech based on a general theme,
with the three leading entrants being invited to present to the Society at our May meeting.
The winner will be decided by a ballot of MHS members following the three presentations
and will be given a cash prize.
Competition details, and the theme for the competition, will be announced early in 2012.
For more information, contact the President, Paul Waterhouse, on 0411-875-366 or
p.a.waterhouse@gmail.com
FROM NEW ENGLAND TRAVEL
70 years anniversary of the first Australian POWs sent to SANDAKAN
Our Armidale member, Dr Kevin Smith OAM, author of “Stories from Sandakan” and
“Borneo: Australia’s Proud but Tragic Heritage” will lead an 18 day Escorted Group Tour to
commemorate this anniversary, entitled “Borneo Reflections 2012”.
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The tour leaves Sydney on 20 April 2012 and further information including a leaflet may be
obtained from glenys@newenglandtravel.com.au or at 188 Beardy Mall, Armidale NSW 2350.
Or you can contact Kevin himself on 02 6772 2602.
FROM THE BOER WAR MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION
The President earlier mentioned the difficulties that seem to beset the National Boer War
Memorial Association (BWMA) at the moment. The Association has asked us for support.
In the rather tortuous process the Association has had to follow, the Association put forward a
design for a memorial to the National Capital Authority in 2007. It was rejected as being too
detailed and specific, and the Association was directed to conduct an international design
competition to select an appropriate design. Whilst the government set aside a land site for the
memorial on Anzac Parade, Canberra, it indicated that the Association would have to demonstrate
a high level of public support for the project.
The Association conducted the competition at a cost of about $200,000 and a design was
selected in November last year. The proposed design was referred to the Canberra National
Monuments Commission, which finally met on Thursday, 25 November THIS YEAR to consider
the proposal. At the time Reconnaissance went to press no formal advice of a decision had been
received by the BWMA.
In early 2010 the Association also applied to the government for a seed grant of money to
support the project. To date they have not received a response other than a cursory
acknowledgement.
In the meantime, the government has embarked on a review of the various authorities
involved with monuments/memorials in the ACT and referred the proposal to the Anzac
Centenary Board, responsible for coordinating the Centenary of ANZAC in 2015. What this has
to do with the Boer War must be known only to the historically ignorant; though it probably suits
the bureaucratic imperatives of the Canberra élite.
The BWMA has decided to raise a petition to demonstrate the level of public support the
Memorial might have. A number of our members have already signed the petition and if any
more members would like to demonstrate their support in this way, the petition can be found on
the BWMA Website at www.bwm.org.au. You can either down load the document or
alternatively contact the Association direct on (02) 8335 5357.

FEATURE
Hellfire Pass, Thailand
A three hour car trip (two by train) from Bangkok brings you to Hellfire Pass, the first of a
number of places of interest within the area. The Commonwealth War Graves Commission
retains control of the site, although the Thai military maintain a presence at the entrance to the
compound by insisting on an entry fee. The soldiers live on a nearby farm clearly identified by
their noisy chickens.
There is a newish museum high above Hellfire Pass, with a view across the mountains that's
spectacular. Only the flowers floating in a pottery bowl are there to remind us that despite its
past, this is a now place of peace and contemplation.
The museum walls display panels that describe Japanese occupation and treatment of
prisoners-of-war, while glass cases hold memorabilia and photographs. A theatrette within the
complex shows confronting film clips from the time of the occupation. Even on the weekday we
were there, the museum was packed with busloads of visitors, including parties of schoolchildren
doing assignments and foreign tourists (although our guide informed us there are never any
Japanese among the latter).
The path to and from Hellfire Pass takes about forty minutes to traverse and is very steep with
many stairs and sloping paths, but an audio commentary allows you to catch your breath at
various places as they are explained.
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The Pass itself is eerily quiet, with only the occasional bird in the trees above, or a lone cobra
slithering over the ground. Above the entrance you can see the remains of rail tracks and a
wagon for moving rock. The cutting itself is unexpectedly high which makes the achievement of
excavating through the rock with only picks and percussion drills all the more impressive. You
can still see the marks of drills, and at one point, a broken-off drill-bit is a memory embedded in
the rock face.

The audio commentary continues here explaining how the medical call each morning judged
how fit a man was to work by the amount of blood in his stool and how when cholera broke out
victims were often dead within 48 hours.
At the far end of the Pass, there is a symbolic stretch of track, and extra sleepers have been
formed into shrines at each end. Above the shrine at the entrance to the Pass is a plaque in
memory of Sir Edward 'Weary' Dunlop and his ashes are scattered nearby.
None of the sites are close to each other, but are easily accessible by car. Our next stop was
to see a section of the railway itself, the curved sections supported by trestles being the original
and still in use, although modern, wider gauge tracks have been laid outside the older rails and the
wooden piers have been strengthened and reinforced with concrete to take the weight of modern
railcars. We didn't have the heart to "ride" in the train, preferring to walk the tracks instead, but
plenty of tourists (Russians especially) were there for a day's outing and for them the site didn't
carry the same significance.
Nearby is the entrance to Kna Sae, a huge cave, which was used as a camp during
construction of the railway and which now houses an enormous Buddha and shrine. A Buddhist
monk lives permanently at the site to take care of it, since it is still sacred to the Thai people.
We were able to walk across the Bridge over the River Kwai, although the planking was a bit
precarious in places, but it still retains its distinctive shape of multiple arches with two odd
"square" bits in the middle where it was bombed by the Americans towards the end of the war.
A boat trip downriver brought us to a second museum, the Jeath, which is a reconstruction of
prison camp hut that gives some idea of those occupied by the POWs. JEATH stands for the six
countries involved: Japan/ England/ Australia/ Thailand and Holland. Japan being the controllers,
Thailand the conquered country and the other four, those with whom the Thais constructed the
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415 kilometres long Death Railway and the bridge over the River Kwai between Thailand and
Burma during 1942-1943.
The Jeath museum was established in 1977 by the chief abbot of Wat Chaichumpol and is
now run by the temple. It collects items connected with the construction of the railway, including
photographs. Initially, the Japanese did not object to photographs being taken in the camps, but
later banned them because of the way they saw themselves being portrayed. For this reason, many
of the photographs are unusual. Compared with the first, pristine, museum, this is incredibly
dusty and run-down and yet at the same time, the prison huts give a realistic impression of living
quarters for the POWs at the time.
We also visited two war graves cemeteries. The first and more picturesque, Conk-Kai, is on
the site of a former POW camp, which had a hospital and a church. Some 1740 men are buried
here, mainly British, Dutch, Malays and Indians, most of whom died in the camp hospital. DonRak, which is the main cemetery at Kanchanaburai, holds 6982 Australian, Dutch and British
former prisoners.
The visit to Hellfire Pass, plus the two museums and cemeteries took a full day, but for
anyone interested in Australian, and/ or military history, the trip is well worth it.
Vashti Farrer

BOOK REVIEW
War Since 1945, Jeremy Black, Reaktion Books, London, 2004. 216 pp RRP $23.20
This little book by Jeremy Black, Professor of History at the University of Exeter, UK, is one
of the series Contemporary Worlds, produced by Reaktion and which explores the present and the
recent past. The series takes as its distinctive theme, geo-political entities and cultural groups,
and explores their development over a period, usually the last fifty years.
The series studies the impact of current events and developments with a view to unveiling the
cultural, political, religious and technological forces that are reshaping the world today. This
book presents a rapid but clear process of interpretation, as Black says, intended ‘... to provide a
short and accessible introduction to war since 1945.’ It is a timely exercise in which he
admonishes us to review the sixty four years since the end of the Second World War and to see
the events of that time in a newer and brighter light, for they compose a different paradigm than
the one we have traditionally used.
In the aftermath of the Second World War, two interlocking phenomena came to prevail over
the international political and military environment, the Cold War and Decolonisation. The
former resulted from the clash of ideologies between the USA and her allies on the one hand, and
the Soviet Union and her spreading area of influence on the other. The Cold War is described by
Professor Black as ‘. . . the great ideological and “super-power” stand off between capitalism and
Communism, and their leaders, the USA and the Soviet Union, that lasted from the close of
World War II until the Soviet collapse in the early 1990s.’ Two new empires based on ideology
rather than territory.
Decolonisation was brought about largely because the old European imperial powers had
demonstrated their inability to protect and maintain their territorial empires in the face of
Japanese and, to a lesser extent, German expansionism. Crucially they had all reached their point
of overstretch, but they were vulnerable to a sinister pressure from both the new empires. As we
know, the process of decolonisation was sponsored by the USA and Soviet Union, and actively
prosecuted by the United Nations Organisation, often to the blatant exclusion of any other issue.
Professor Black’s work is both timely and provocative. It challenges the predominant thesis
of the Cold War with its insidious corollary, an arms race that bred Mutually Assured Destruction
(MAD); the paradigm of a power and conflict approach to warfare, with the related assumption
that a particular operational method and/or type of technology would lead to profound increases
in military capability and assure success. Acknowledging that many historians, commentators
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and strategists continued to place their trust in this paradigm, even into the present time, he points
out that most of the wars we have seen since 1945 have been very different in type from the
conflicts we saw in World War II and anticipated thereafter. They usually involved an element of
insurrection. In fact, these were conflicts of decolonisation, a phenomenon quite separate from
the Cold War, but closely entwined with it. The process of decolonisation, he says, fuelled the
Cold War.
Black contends that it is misleading to see warfare only in the light of the Cold War model.
He prefers instead to consider the diversity of military force structures, methods, goals and
cultures that have really characterised wars in the last sixty years, especially in the developing
world. In presenting his thesis, Black includes five perceptive chapters discussing all the
conflicts in the period, under headings that describe their nature and origins rather than a
chronological account that could lead us back to a Cold War focus.
The descriptive chapters entitled: “Aftermath Conflicts”, including the Chinese Civil War and
the Korean War; “Wars of Decolonisation”, including the Malayan Emergency and the French
wars in Indo China and Algeria; “Cold War Conflicts”, in particular the Vietnam War and the
Soviet conflict in Afghanistan; “Cold War Confrontations”, which discusses the general progress
of the standoff until the collapse of the Soviet Union; and “Wars between Non-Western Powers”,
which covers Africa, South Asia and the Middle East conflicts; constitute an excellent analysis of
wars since 1945. His last two chapters, “Searching for a New World Order since 1990” and
“Conclusions” provide the keys to his thoughts.
These are the chapters that consider the present day in the light of conflicts in Kosovo,
Rwanda, Somalia, Chechnya and not least, the two Gulf Wars of 1991 and 2003, where American
strategic planning was so awry. Here Black discusses the complexity and diversity of factors that
impact upon the thinking of military planners and their political masters alike. He stresses the
importance of harmonising political goals with military objectives, of considered tasking of
military forces, and of bringing their structure into line with the tasks given to them. Drawing out
the differences between symmetric warfare and an asymmetric threat, he exhorts us to be more
flexible and broad ranging in our approach to both structure and role. The War on Terror will
require an intellectual rigour not necessarily experienced before.
Professor Black acknowledges the importance of technological advancement in the means of
making war and the ‘Revolution in Military Affairs’, but warns against an absolute reliance on
these developments when confronted with asymmetric challenges and a questionable “will to
win” on the part of national opinion, discordant media and the denigration of Western culture and
military tradition. Perhaps an unwillingness to endure casualties could endanger Western
civilisation.
This is an interesting and provocative book. It is written in an academic vein and can be hard
to read at times. It lacks a bibliography but it has an index and endnotes. It must be useful
reading for those who seek to understand the events of today in the international environment.
Philip Carey

QUOTATIONS
Our first vignette concerns:
DESCRIPTIONS OF TRENCH LIFE DURING THE GREAT WAR
It comes from The Story of a Nobody - a working class life - 1880 - 1939 by Ian Dewhirst pub Mills and Boon (their sensible arm) London - 1980 - page 48
" As time passed and billets repeatedly changed, the straw grew dirtier and more sparse.
Nights, cold and often wet, were a wretched alternation of chilled dozing and walking about in a
futile bid to get warm.
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They went eventually into a stretch of the front line known as the Duck's Bill by virtue of its
shape, jutting out towards the enemy. The troops they relieved left them a row of shallow dugouts infested with lice, and a cat called Wipers. Wipers, an unaffectionate lone tom covered with
scarred bald patches, had no ears and a single bright green eye. His tireless occupation was
catching the fat rats that thrived in the trenches. Everybody tried to make a fuss of Wipers, who
was the best-fed soldier in the Duck's Bill. He was said to perform a similar service, receiving
similar attentions, over in the German trenches."
Our second comes from everyday life:
WHEN INSULTS HAD CLASS.
These insults come from an era before the English language was boiled down to 4-letter
words:
An exchange between Winston Churchill and Lady Astor:
She said, “If you were my husband I’d give you poison.”
He said, “If you were my wife, I’d drink it.”
An exchange between a Member of Parliament and Prime Minister Disraeli:
MP, “Sir you will either die on the gallows or of some unspeakable disease.”
PM. “That depends, Sir, whether I embrace your policies or your mistress.”
The incomparable Mark Twain:
“I didn’t attend the funeral, but I sent a nice letter saying I approved of it.”
And Oscar Wilde
“He has no enemies, but is intensely disliked by his friends.”
And finally:
THE GETTING OF WISDOM
Two pearls from the two men, regarded by many as jointly Britain’s greatest generals:
“That quality which I wish to see the officers possess, who are at the head of the troops, is a cool,
discriminating judgment when in action, which will enable them to decide with promptitude how
far they can go and ought to go, with propriety; and to convey their orders, and act with such
vigour and decision, that the soldiers will look to them with confidence in the moment of action,
and obey them with alacrity.”
Arthur, Duke of Wellington, General Order, 15 May 1811.
“War remains an art and, like all arts, whatever its variation, will have its enduring principles.
Many men, skilled either with sword or pen, and sometimes with both, have tried to expound
those principles. I heard them once from a soldier of experience for whom I had a deep and wellfounded respect. Many years ago, as a cadet hoping some day to be an officer, I was poring over
the ‘Principles of War’ listed in the old Field Service Regulations, when the sergeant-major came
upon me. He surveyed me with kindly amusement. “Don’t bother your head about them things,
.me lad,” he said, “There’s only one principle of war, and that’s this. Hit the other fellow as
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quick as you can and as hard as you can, where it hurts him the most, when he ain’t lookin’!” As
a recruit I earned that great man’s reproof often enough; now as an old soldier, I would hope to
receive his commendation. I think I might, for we of the Fourteenth Army held to his “Principle
of War.”
William, Viscount Slim

WHAT THE NEWSWPAPERS SAID
Adapted from SMH Wednesday September 6, 1944.
"Greatest Bluff of the Pacific War"
The first details of the Goodenough Island Deception Scheme (March 1943, New Guinea)
have been made public in a new official war publication, "The Jap Was Thrashed". It describes
how after the battle of Milne Bay, the Japanese were deceived by the largest and most successful
camouflage operation ever undertaken by the Australian Army.
Goodenough Island was captured by Australians in October 1942 but the force left to garrison
the Island, comprised only a company of infantry and attached troops, no more than 200 men, too
small to repel an expected Japanese invasion from Rabaul or Lae. To delude the enemy into
believing the Island was held by a brigade of 3,000, with guns, tanks, motor transport and
powerful fixed defences, a small camouflage unit was set to work.
Dummy trenches only a few inches deep were dug in strategic positions and the soil darkened
with oil to give the impression of depth when viewed from above. Dummy 28-pounder guns and
anti-tank guns, built of wood, tin and hessian, were placed in well-sited positions all over the
Island. Dummy tanks, similarly made, were placed under crude camouflage nets, and real trucks
and jeeps were scattered about in large numbers.
Dummy tents, in lightly-wooded areas, gave the appearance of numerous camps and for
added realism, fires were lit in dummy kitchens, washing was hung out on lines and dummy
figures were left reclining at tent doors.
Every day men went about lighting new fires, moving washing from line to line, shifting
dummy tanks and trucks and altering the attitudes of dummy figures. A couple of trucks were
driven about to level the grass and convey an impression of several thousand vehicles and a fleet
of small ships sailed in convoy from Milne Bay to Goodenough with full fighter protection. The
ships plied back and forth for several days and nights tying up to wharves at Milne Bay, so
Japanese reconnaissance plans would see them, but the ships were empty.
To what extent the Japanese were deceived is not known. What is known is that Japanese
reconnaissance planes flew over the camouflage camps and the enemy never sent an expedition to
recover the Island.

From the Editor and Publisher
We hope you enjoyed reading this newsletter and we look forward to writing for you in 2012.
Happy New Year!
Harry Taplin and Philip Carey
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